
  

R RIDE BIGGER! HAVE MORE 
FUN! The rally season is here, 
and this year brings some 

fantastic opportunities to enjoy  
great riding experiences with other 
H.O.G.® members.

It all kicks off March 31st with the 
Louisiana H.O.G. rally and continues 
with The Brew City Experience; Rollin 
on the River; the Pacific Northwest 
rally, Iron Adventure Run, Back to the 
Bay, History in the Hills, and the Open 
Road West—just to name a few. If you 
want a cross-border experience, there 
are rallies in Canada and Mexico, as 
well. And new for this year, some of the 
rallies will have the Harley-Davidson 
demo experience! Please visit 
hog.com for a full list of rallies.

In all, there are more than 30 H.O.G. 
rallies planned for 2016 in the U.S. And, 
while rallies offer great fun and riding, 
they also present a challenge as a 
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In light of this, we are evolving both our 
rallies and the rally proposal process 
to facilitate more regional H.O.G. 
rallies. We’re confident that H.O.G. 
members will like both the approach 
and the execution of rallies as we move 
forward. Please see JT’s article on page 
4 for more information.

But for now, keep in mind that pre-
registration is open for 2016 rallies; 
don’t miss out on the fun!

See you on the Road!

number of these rallies share the same 
dates. For example, in June there are 
five rallies on the same weekend. This 
forces members to choose between 
rallies, or sometimes opt out of 
attending altogether. When you add the 
additional opportunities for members to 
participate in Chapter rides, overnight 
rides, dealer events, and other non-
H.O.G. events, you can see there’s a lot 
of competition for members’ free time.

For some time now our rally attendees 
have asked us to consider a more 
regional approach, meaning fewer and 
larger rallies. We put this concept to 
the test over the last few years with 
significant success. One example 
is in the Pacific Northwest, where 
the Washington, Idaho and Oregon 
rallies were combined. The net result 
was an 80% increase in attendance, 
significantly more miles ridden, and 
increased attendee satisfaction.

H.O.G.® RALLIES!

WELCOME, SAM!

Tim Budzien
Director, H.O.G.®  
and Membership Programs

https://members.hog.com/website/index.jsp?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.hog.com%2Fwebsite%2Fmain.jsp%3Fhbx_camp_id%3Dhdredirect%26amp%3Burlvar%3Dhogcom%26amp%3Bcamp_id%3D16%26amp%3Bsource_cd%3DVanity_hogcom
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WELCOME, SAM!

A little about myself:  
Harley-Davidson has been  
in my blood since I was born. 

My father rides, so I’ve been around 
the brand growing up—starting off 
riding on the back, to now riding by his 
side. For many reasons, even before I 
started working here, I knew this was a 
company I wanted to be part of. I can’t 
think of another organization where you 
find such an awesome group of people 
as you do with H.O.G. It’s just special. 

Some of my interests include: playing 
rec league softball, going to sporting 
events (Go Packers and Brewers!), 
and attending the many festivals 
Milwaukee has to offer. Of course, most 

importantly, I love to ride. I’m currently 
on a Super Glide® but will be upgrading 
to a touring model this season, so I  
can enjoy longer rides with all of you 
fine folks.

2016 marks the seventh year in my 
Harley-Davidson career. I started at the 
museum in 2008 (during grand opening) 
and my first role was in Customer 
Service. A few years later I became the 
Lead of Group Tours and Operations. 
In that position, I was responsible for 
building relationships with H.O.G.® 
Chapters and dealers. It was in this 
capacity where some of you got to 
know me, either when you visited the 
museum or saw me at HOT.

As Senior Regional H.O.G.® 
Coordinator, I look forward to 
deepening my current connections 
and creating new ones within H.O.G. 
This includes working very closely 
with the H.O.G. Regional Team to 
support Rally and Chapter activities. 

Please feel free to reach out with any 
questions, ideas, or thoughts you 
may have. You can contact me at 
samuel.klein@harley-davidson.com.

I’m looking forward to working with  
all of you.

Ride on!

First off, I am extremely humbled and excited to join the  
H.O.G.® Regional Team. This is truly a dream role for me.

Sam Klein
Sr. Regional H.O.G.® Coordinator

mailto:samuel.klein@harley-davidson.com
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WHO WE ARE H.O.G.® RALLY PLAN 2017 – THE HOW

A s the New Year begins and 
thoughts turn to the riding 
season, a little self-reflection 

can’t hurt. We are very lucky to get 
to travel all over this great land, lucky 
to be able to do it on the back of the 
best motorcycle in the world, and 
lucky to have our brothers and sisters 
in H.O.G.® But with all this fortune a 
nagging question seems to linger…
WHO ARE WE?

Well on the surface it seems simple—
we are the Harley Owners Group®. That 
bonds us as owners of and enthusiasts 
of Harley-Davidsons. Digging just a bit 
deeper we are the “Official Riding Club 
of Harley-Davidson,” which makes it 
clear we are a riding club and that we 
are a riding club connected to Harley-
Davidson Motor Company. So again…
simple…we ride Harley-Davidson® 

motorcycles.

So I think the real question starts when 
we start digging into the real reason 
we, as officers, exist. Do we exist to 
administrate? Do we exist to raise 
money? Do we exist to lead meetings? 

The answers here are not so clear or 
easy. Many of our members think we 
spend entirely too much time focused 
on those things that do not have to do 
with riding. 

Think back to when you first got your 
Harley®—the excitement, the fear, 
the attitude—it was a new world with 
endless possibilities and all you had 
to do was ride. No one ever bought a 
Harley to administrate, to raise money, 
to go to more endless meetings…NO, 
they bought it to ride.

As we travel and talk to members, 
current and former, we hear lots of 
reasons as to why we have lost our 
way. We all have big hearts. We all want 
to do good deeds, but what seems to 
take over is everything except the ride. 

Our guiding principles found in the 
H.O.G.® Chapter Charter keep it pretty 
simple. It seems to be the local tribal 
wisdom getting in the way of most 
Chapters fulfilling the goals of most 
riders. Keep it simple…Ride and  
Have Fun.

Always remember to ask yourself, is 
what we are doing promoting more 
diverse riding opportunities for our 
members? More chances to go to new 
and interesting places? More time to 
hang out with the people we choose to 
hang out with? Always remember why 
we bought the best motorcycles in the 
world—to ride. Always remember who 
we are—The Harley Owners Group, The 
Official Riding Club of Harley-Davidson.

Todd “THOR” Robinson  
H.O.G.® Regional Mgr
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Y     ou have read Tim’s article 
about riding, having fun and 
getting together as members 

of the largest factory sponsored 
riding club. Just as Harley-Davidson 
introduces new models each year, we 
are introducing a new model for the 
H.O.G.® Rally Program. 

As Tim mentioned, H.O.G. recognized 
the need to update the program and 
simplify the process.

What isn’t going to be different is that 
H.O.G.® members will remain very 
involved in the planning and organizing 
of 2017 H.O.G. Rallies.

The following are new procedures 
for the H.O.G. Member organized 
H.O.G. Rallies:
•  H.O.G.® Regional Manager will 

determine the area in which a 
potential rally will be held, as it is still 
a corporate Harley-Davidson/Harley 
Owners Group® event

•  H.O.G.® Regional Manager will connect 
with H.O.G. members in the area as 
well as local H-D® dealer(s) to explore 
the level of interest in planning/holding 
a future rally in their area

•  Next steps will require a rally 
committee to be assembled, budget 
built and an overview of rides and 
how the city/local community might 
be supportive

•  Focus for 2017 should be on rides 
and fun activities that bring all H.O.G. 
members together

•  The proposed plan is then sent to the 
H.O.G. Regional Manager for final 
decision/approval. 

These modifications to the program are 
a direct result from what has been heard 
from our H.O.G. members; More riding in 
the area of the rally location and time to 
just hang out with other attendees.

Below are answers to some of the 
questions you probably have as you 
read through this communication about 
the new rally process.

Q:  Why are you not letting us  
decide where and when the  
rally is taking place?

A:  The H.O.G. Regional Manager  
has always had the final say 
regarding the where and when.  
This new process removes a large 
burden that was put on H.O.G. 
members, who spend a lot of time  
in crafting proposals.

Q:  Will the Regional Manager be in 
charge of the rally?

A:  That piece will not be any different 
than current program guidelines. The 
Regional Manager continues to be 
the final decision maker, overseeing 
the development of rally plans, rally 
budget, pricing etc.

Q:  Does this new process mean state 
rallies will merge?

A:  First off, “State” was removed  
to eliminate misconceptions, 
barriers, boundaries and, in some 
instances over the years, limit  
what the volunteer H.O.G. member 
rally team could provide as rally  
rides and activities. This plan will 
offer a regional look to the 2017  
rally season. 

Q:  So there won’t be a rally in  
every state?

A:  That is correct. Rally selection will 
be based on several factors; Areas 
for great riding, points of interest, 
lodging selections and support 
from within the area that will be 
appealing/inviting to the H.O.G. 
member attendee. The revamped 
program will remove state lines but 
will not be referred to as a multi-
state H.O.G.® Event. 

Q:  Is this new plan set to replace 
National H.O.G. Events?

A:  This program continues to involve 
H.O.G. members as the core 
creators of the H.O.G. event.  
Each rally continues to operate 
as it has, only the process for site 
selection will be different for the 
2017 rally season.

Q:  Will the rally committee  
positions remain or is that  
going to be different?

A:  Current positions remain the same. 
Over the years with the current rally 
program, we did add a couple of 
positions. As we all move forward 
together into 2017 and beyond, we 
may see a need to modify the core 
rally team as well. 

The current/2017 rally positions 
list includes one person in each of 
the following positions:
• Rally Coordinator
• Rally Treasurer
• Rally Registration Coordinator
• Rally Secretary
• Rally Event Coordinator
• Rally Site Coordinator
• Rally Volunteer Coordinator
• Rally Marketing Coordinator

If you have any questions or ideas for 
a future H.O.G. Event, contact your 
H.O.G. Regional Manager.

For now, plan your next Chapter ride. 
Maybe it is to a 2016 H.O.G. Rally.

Thanks for all you do in keeping the 
H.O.G. Family rolling!!

H.O.G.® RALLY PLAN 2017 – THE HOW

JT Hasley
H.O.G.® Regional Mgr
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MUSEUM HAPENINGSH.O.G.® PIN STOPS FOR 2016

There are 17 opportunities for 
H.O.G.® members to ride and 
collect a commemorative event 

pin during 2016. Events range from two 
to eight days in length and cover 13 
different states. Event details, including 
exact locations and times, will be in the 
latest edition of HOG Magazine, the 
HOG Insider e-mail newsletter and on 
the H.O.G.® website.

Be sure to encourage your members 
to have their H.O.G.® membership 
card with them, as this will make 
receiving an event pin an easy and 
seamless process with our new tablet 
based equipment. At several of the 
events, H.O.G.® staff will be looking 
for assistance from local Chapter 
members. If assistance is needed in 
your area, be on the lookout for a call 
from JT, Bruce or Thor.

EVENT NAME LOCATION 2016 EVENT DATES

Daytona Bike Week Daytona, FL 3/5 - 3/12

Laughlin River Run Laughlin, NV 4/28 - 4/30

Thunder Beach Spring Rally Panama City Beach, FL 4/27 - 4/30

Myrtle Beach Bike Week Myrtle Beach, SC 5/14 - 5/21

Ohio Bike Week Sandusky, OH 5/27 - 6/4

Rolling Thunder Washington, DC 5/28 - 5/29

Americade Lake George, NY 6/8 - 6/11

Laconia Motorcycle Week Laconia, NH 6/13 - 6/18

National Bikers Roundup Little Rock, AR 8/3 - 8/6

Sturgis Motorcycle Rally Sturgis, SD 8/6 - 8/13

KC Open House Kansas City, MO 8/26 - 8/27

Milwaukee Rally Milwaukee, WI 9/1 - 9/4

Tomahawk Open House Tomahawk, WI 9/16 - 9/17 

York Open House York, PA 9/22 - 9/24

Bikes, Blues & BBQ Fayetteville, AR 9/21 - 9/24

Reno Street Vibrations Reno, NV 9/22 - 9/24

Biketoberfest Daytona, FL 10/13 - 10/15

GETTING THE 
WORD OUT
If you’ve ever checked out the 
Chapter Events Calendar on  
hog.com (and if you haven’t, why 
not?) you may wonder how they get 
listed there. Well, wonder no more; 
it starts by simply clicking the ‘Add 
Event’ button. On the next screen 
you enter your event information and 
click ‘Submit Event’. That’s it.

Once we receive your submission, 
we’ll review it to make sure that we 
have everything we need to publish 
it. Keep in mind that we only publish 
Chapter-sponsored events. Make 
sure you include the starting and 
ending dates, times and locations, 
as well as a short description of the 
event. And be sure to include your 
contact information in case we (or 
your prospective attendees) need to  
know more.

It’s pretty straight forward, but  
if you have any questions feel  

free to e-mail me at  
bruce.motta@harley-davidson.
com. We’re all looking forward to 
a great summer, and some great 
Chapter events.

Bruce Motta 
H.O.G.® Regional Mgr 

https://members.hog.com/website/index.jsp?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.hog.com%2Fwebsite%2Fmain.jsp%3Fhbx_camp_id%3Dhdredirect%26amp%3Burlvar%3Dhogcom%26amp%3Bcamp_id%3D16%26amp%3Bsource_cd%3DVanity_hogcom
mailto:bruce.motta@harley-davidson.com
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RACE DAY: PHOTOS FROM  
THE FLAT TRACK 
Through September 5, 2016 
The Bridge Gallery 
Flat track racing’s preeminent 
photographer takes you down to 
pit row and into the grandstands to 
document the thrills and chills of life 
in the fast lane. Dave Hoenig has 
captured more than 1,000 races in his 
career, keeping his lens trained on the 
pageantry, emotion and camaraderie of 
a day at the track. 

RACING MACHINES FROM  
THE KR TO THE XR  
Now open 
Design Lab 
The Harley-Davidson Museum’s Design 
Lab reopens with a focus on the 
role Harley-Davidson’s hardscrabble 
engineering team played in the creating 
the legendary bikes that would dominate 
the race tracks of the 1950s, ’60s and 
’70s. This exhibit shows how man 
and machine have combined to make 
Harley-Davidson Racing a king and the 
winner’s circle its throne.

SPRING BIKE NIGHT 
April 14, 5–9 p.m. 
MOTOR® Bar & Restaurant 
Spring is inching closer; get your bike 
out of storage and join your fellow 
riders for live music, good times 
and plenty of eye candy. MOTOR® 
Bar & Restaurant will be serving up 
food and drink specials, including $2 
MOTOR Bike Night Koozie special. 
And it wouldn’t be Bike Night without 
raffles for unique Harley-Davidson 
merchandise. 

BIKE NIGHT 
Every Thursday starting May 12 
until September 29 
5–9 p.m. 
All bikes unite at the Harley-Davidson 
Museum®. Grab your bike. Join other 
riders for music, fun and plenty of  
eye candy. Enjoy food and drink 
specials inside and outside MOTOR® 
Bar & Restaurant including $2 MOTOR 
Bike Night Koozie specials all season 
long (Koozies available at The Shop  
on the Museum campus). Each week  
is a celebration!

MUSEUM HAPPENINGS hog.com/museum

Psst. Over here. Have you 
heard? Admission to the  
Harley-Davidson Museum®, 
located in the heart of Milwaukee, 
is now free to all H.O.G.® 
members as a part of your 
membership benefits package. 
Any time you want to drop by, 
just show your membership card 
and photo I.D., and we’ll swing 
our doors wide open.

For many of you, it will provide 
the chance to re-connect with 
the world’s only Harley-Davidson 
Museum®. For others, it might 
be just the ticket you need to 
finalize your plans to finally make 
the pilgrimage home. For every 
member, H.O.G. = V.I.P. 

In addition to admission to 
heart-racing exhibits and 
high-octane eye candy, we’re 
doing our best to roll out the 
red carpet for all our H.O.G. 
friends. In February, our “H.O.G. 
Insider Access” night provided 
members with a look at our two 
new exhibits, alongside vintage 
race films, live music, and food 
and drink specials. Be sure to 
stay tuned to hog.com for more 
events tailored to you. In the 
meantime, visit H-DMuseum.
com to discover how you can 
make your visit to the Museum 
extra special. In addition to 
custom tours, H.O.G. Chapters 
have the option to create a 
temporary exhibit celebrating 
your Chapter’s history. 

No matter the reason, it’s time to 
come home. For true believers, 
the Harley-Davidson Museum is 
not just a museum. It’s sacred 
ground. Gather the tribe. Make 
the pilgrimage.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
Drag Racing: America’s Fast Time • June 17–September 5, 2016 
Go under the hood with mind-blowing mad scientists of speed to see just how much blood, sweat and elbow grease hot 
rodders pour into their machines—two wheels or four—in their race against time. See the sport make tracks from its humble 
beginnings on darkened streets to the bright lights of the winner’s circle as the need for speed permeated pop culture.

https://members.hog.com/website/index.jsp?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.hog.com%2Fwebsite%2Fmembership%2Fbenefits%2Fhdmuseum.jsp
https://members.hog.com/website/index.jsp?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmembers.hog.com%2Fwebsite%2Fmembership%2Fbenefits%2Fhdmuseum.jsp
http://www.harley-davidson.com/content/h-d/en_US/home/museum.html



